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November/December 20211 

 

4th November 2021 

In this week's ADVANCE | step by step . . . 

• Annual Assembly Report2 by Kate Barnett, Newstead 
• Q&A Interview3 with Geoff Maddock, Global Interaction Tas/Vic 
• Crossover Spring 2021 Appeal4 by Maddy Svoboda 
• Need to Know5 Book Review | Faith and the Arts | BWA Ethical Fashion Guide 2021 

The next instalment of ADVANCE | step by step will be released on Thursday 18th November 2021. 

 

Jenny Baxter 
Communications Manager, Tasmanian Baptists 
jenny@tasbaptists.org.au 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 https://www.tasbaptists.org.au/advance-november-december-2021/ 
2 https://www.tasbaptists.org.au/annual-assembly-2021/ 
3 https://www.tasbaptists.org.au/geoff-maddock-global-interaction/ 
4 https://www.tasbaptists.org.au/crossover-appeal-maddy-svoboda/ 
5 https://www.tasbaptists.org.au/need-to-know-nov-dec-2021/ 
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gathering: 

Tasmanian Baptists Annual Assembly 

Engaging with the “3-R’s” 
22-23 October 2021 Longford 
By Kate Barnett, Newstead 

Reengage, Reimagine, Realign 
On Friday night at Annual Assembly, we gathered with other 
Tasmanian Baptist church representatives and shared what 
has been happening in our different fellowship 
communities.  

The Mission Director, Stephen Baxter, reflected on the year 
past which demanded so many adjustments associated with 
the impact of the pandemic. But also, more broadly in the 
context of our changing society. He considered how this 
relates to being the body of Christ – His church – and how 
this looks very different from past years.  

Our guest speaker, Professor Patrick Parkinson, explained 
many enlightening statistics. These included how changing 
family structures and the decline of marriages over recent 
decades has led to increasing challenges for children, 
parents, and our communities. This provides so many 
opportunities for Christians to reach out and care in 
relevant ways. 

Morning sessions 
On Saturday we explored further the “Reengage, Reimagine and Realign” vision for Tasmanian Baptists.  
We also participated in a very short business session. 

Denise Stephenson (LifeWay, Lymington) spoke of her experience of growing up deeply within the 
Tasmanian Baptist church community. Finding herself dis-engaging in her teens, she 
later returned to the Baptist church network in a new ministry capacity.  

This has led to her reaching out to people in day-to-day interactions within her local 
neighbourhood. And now she seeks God’s guidance for next steps with fellowship at 
the “long table” she and husband Mark have installed in their new home.  

Maddy Svoboda shared about the journey that Summerhill Baptist has been on as it has sought to value 
the transition period.  

He spoke of the “liminal spaces” where we step across into the “not yet known” – 
where God is at work. And of trusting God with the unknowns which are known by our 
Sovereign God.  

Prof. Patrick Parkinson with Mission Director 
Stephen Baxter 
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Annual Assembly Attendees, 23 October 2021 

After Lunch Electives 
After lunch, we chose electives and I appreciated participating in Jenna Blackwell’s workshop which 
provided personal reflection time on the 3-R’s. In addition, Michael Henderson led a group reflecting on 
how churches can reengage, reimagine and realign. And a third group looked at the future implications of 
Covid for our churches in light of new vaccination policies. 

In my workshop, Jenna posed a series of questions prompting us to Reengage as we described in our own 
words God’s Big Story, the Good News. Then exploring our own response, considering our strengths and 
passion, significant life experiences. 

We then moved Reimagine what God might be saying to us individually in how our own lives are being 
lived. And then to Realign by considering what may need to change in our lives to Reengage full circle with 
God in the now!  

At my home I have been sorting and “culling” all manner of kept stuff because we need to make room for 
our daughter and her family who are moving from interstate and will be living with us. This exercise 
reminded me of the need to “let go” and to “make space” so God can do his transforming work of Renewal!   

That renewal is what God does in our lives and what we can see happening in many of our Tasmanian 
Baptist churches. 

Kate Barnett 
Newstead Baptist Church 
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interview: 

All About Geoff Maddock 
Global Interaction Representative for Vic/Tas 

Geoff began his work as our state rep in early 2021. So it’s time we caught up with him! 

What makes Geoff tick? Read on . . .  

Where were you born and what was it like growing up there?  
I was born and grew up on a dairy farm near Yackandandah (North-eastern Victoria). My dad was the 
fourth generation Maddock in our valley, and it was in many ways, an idyllic rural upbringing. Riding 
motorbikes, trout fishing in creeks, shooting at rabbits, and learning how to care for animals and land.  

My parents were also church planters and worked with ministries from bikers to prisoners. So our home 
was constantly visited by weird and wonderful city folk. Never a dull moment!  

Tell us about your family? 
My wife, Sherry, and I met in the USA studying in the same Missiology program (we studied together, fell in 
love, and married in 2000). She is from Atlanta, Georgia. We have an 18-year-old son named Isaac.  

My mum and dad have been in ministry all their lives as pastors, counsellors, and 
chaplains. Dad served for over 50 years as a chaplain for Prison Fellowship in 
Victorian jails. Mum trained as a nurse then went on work as a chaplain at a 
cancer hospital.  

My sister and her husband served as MAF missionaries for many years in Africa 
and PNG. My brother became a high school teacher and lives with his family in 
Queensland. 

How did you become a Christian?  
Gradually. Growing up as a child of pastors made me aware of the challenges and obvious blessings of 
Christian living. It was important to my parents that I didn’t simply inherit my faith but took it seriously and 
claimed it on my own terms.  

I can name several key moments where my relationship with 
the Living God was instrumental, but I have no Damascus 
story. It some ways I think it is true that we are all becoming 
Christian, gradually, each day, as choose to follow Jesus. 

What is the best piece of advice you have received?  
"It is better to inspire hope than to be admired”. From one of 
my brilliantly humble Seminary professors, A. H. Mathias 
Zahniser.  

When people ask you how you spend your time, what do you 
say?  
I spend it with people, one on one or in larger meetings 
sharing in the joy, surprise, and challenge of God’s love for 
the world.  
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Being involved in GIA you must have worked in overseas mission.  
Where did you go, and what did you do there? 
I worked and lived in an historic African American neighbourhood in the city of Lexington, Kentucky. We 
lived and worked for 18 years, loving neighbours, seeking justice, practising kindness, and sharing in the 
blessing of God’s mission.  

Much of our work was helping welcome and settle refugees alongside urban agriculture initiatives. We 
planted a missional community, and learned how to offer and receive hope and forgiveness. We started 
non-profits and helped people learn what the world feels and looks like across cultural, racial, 
socioeconomic and religions difference.  

What is your role with GIA?  
I am honoured to serve as the Global Interaction State 
Leader for Tasmania and Victoria. I love the opportunity to 
learn from our Baptist family in both states – how they are 
discovering mission as a way to grow in faithfulness and 
maturity, personally and collectively.  

I’m especially inspired by the way Tas Baptists are forging 
creative and innovative pathways in mission across the state. 
I came away from the May Assembly this year inspired and 
challenged. It is my privilege to help churches grow in 
missional imagination and practice across the street and 
across the world.  

What excites you most about what you do?  
I’m excited to see in very practical ways how the Gospel is a 

reality that travels across cultures and contexts and reveals God’s very particular love for all people and 
places. I’m thrilled to learn that the Christianity I am familiar with takes on new character and nuances, 
depending on the cultural context.  

God made the world with such beautiful diversity. And then honours that diversity by ensuring that “all 
tribes, tongues, and languages” are part of our eternal future. What could be more exciting!  

What challenges do you have as you do this work?  
The challenges moving forward include being faithful to God’s mission. But also, re-aligning strategy to fit a 
radically and rapidly changing world. Change always comes with challenges, but we can be assured that the 
Gospel message is translatable.  

How can we pray for you and your work?  
Pray for me as I help churches recognise the mission opportunities in their own neighbourhoods. Mission is 
for each of us, in every place, as well as for particular people called to a specific context. There is a 
continued need to share our resources and energy to take on certain challenges. So I ask and pray for our 
organisation to have the wisdom to know what to prioritise.  

Short and Sweet  
I am looking forward to . . . travelling again after lockdowns in Victoria.  
I am worried about . . . the asylum seekers detained in a hotel in our city 
I am confident that . . . “grace abounds all the more” 
I am joyful about . . . God’s love for the world continuing through God’s people 
I would like to change . . . Australian policy on asylum seekers to reflect Christian values 
I am at my best when . . . wandering around an unfamiliar city with my camera (I’m an avid photographer)  
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crossover update: 

Painting a Picture of Jesus 
Our Crossover National Taskforce rep, Maddy Svoboda, wonders about altering friends’ perceptions of Jesus 

In the 2006 movie ‘Talladega Nights: The Legend of Ricky Bobby’1, Will Ferrell’s character Ricky 
Bobby and his family, as well as his NASCAR teammate Cal Naughton Jr, are having a meal.  
Ricky Bobby gives thanks for the meal of KFC, Dominoes and all manner of food. It makes me 
wonder how effective a prayer is when asking God to bless this food to our bodies, as Ricky prays 
to Baby Jesus. He prays over and over to tiny baby, infant Jesus (8-pound 6-ounce baby Jesus who 
is so cuddly and omnipotent) before his wife stops him. 

She reminds him Jesus did grow up. He did become a man.  But Ricky Bobby says he likes the baby 
Jesus the best, so when he prays, he prays to baby Jesus.  

Everyone has a picture of Jesus 
What impacts me about this scene (apart from the absolutely ridiculous nature of it) is the implicit 
truth that we all have a picture of Jesus, or God. This picture shapes us – and is an image of Jesus 
that we gravitate towards.  

Part of our work of evangelism is telling the story, or painting the picture of Jesus, as accurately as 
we can. This means we can invite people to know Jesus as he is, rather than how we imagine him 
to be. 

What is Crossover? 
Crossover2 is a national arm of the Baptist Union of Australia, and 
for the last four years, I’ve been on the Crossover National 
Taskforce. Our desire is to encourage, train and resource the Baptist 
churches around Australia for the work of evangelism; proclaiming 
Jesus in a way that people place their faith, trust, and hope in Him.  

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talladega_Nights:_The_Ballad_of_Ricky_Bobby 
2 https://www.crossover.org.au/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talladega_Nights:_The_Ballad_of_Ricky_Bobby
https://www.crossover.org.au/
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The ministry of Crossover has richly blessed Tasmanian Baptists. Before COVID-19 struck, 
Crossover ran conferences for people with a noticeable gift of evangelism. Crossover funds 
covered the entire cost for each attendee. This meant people who wouldn’t normally have the 
opportunity attend an event like this, could be there. 

Why Crossover’s Spring Appeal? 
In Tasmania alone, 15 people have attended the Emerge Evangelism Conference over the years. As 
I look back over the list of attendees, I see people who contribute to our life in significant ways. 
I’m so thankful to be part of Crossover, and to see the fruit from our investment into evangelism 
and mission. 

As we move towards our vision of seeing Tasmania 
infused by the kingdom of God, part of that reality 
involves the proclamation of the good news of Jesus. 
Crossover is committed to doing everything in its power 
to empower people to be captivated by Jesus. We are 
committed to the work of sharing the good news of his 
Kingdom. Historically, we have supported Crossover 
well through the Easter Offering. However, two years of 
COVID-19 nationwide has decimated assistance. 
Currently Crossover is running at a $90,000 deficit. 

That's why Crossover is running a Spring Appeal over 
the next few months.  

For Crossover to continue to provide resources, and 
equip the church to proclaim the good news of Jesus, we are asking churches around Australia to 
commit financially to Crossover. There are multiple ways you and your church can do this.  
Please check out your options at www.crossover.org.au/church-contributions/. You can also visit 
the Crossover website to discover resources, including Christmas resources3, so you can share 
Jesus well. 
If you would like to engage in a conversation around the content of this article, please feel free to 
email me!  

Grace and peace, 
Maddy Svoboda 
pastor@summerhillbaptist.org.au 
 

 

 

 

  

 
3 https://www.crossover.org.au/resources/christmas-resources/ 

http://www.crossover.org.au/church-contributions/
https://www.crossover.org.au/resources/christmas-resources/
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need to know: 

4th November 2021 

Book Review: Finding God in Brazil 
Personal stories to amaze and inspire 
Author: Dr John B Dyer 
Publisher: CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, ISBN: 978-1979439817 
Available: $15AUD from Amazon >>>4 

Dr Dyer describes this book as a series of stories about his experience of living and 
working in Brazil over a period of 33 years. His story involves the stories of other 
people, and both become interwoven into a single fabric. 

I found this book to be easy to read as it written in everyday language without the 
use of theological jargon. There is humility in Dr Dyer’s sharing. His sense of humour 
is evident as he tells of the lighter moments of being a missionary in Brazil. Clearly, he 
has an obvious love for the Brazilian people. 

I am struck by the tenacity of both Dr. Dyer, and his wife Maria, as they persevere 
through many hardships that come with living in a different culture. As well, there are 

many subcultures, and a varied terrain and climate throughout Brazil. They also experienced personal 
tragedy with their first child being stillborn, and their second child dying 24-hours after birth. There is also 
adventure and danger with John being hit by a car and held at gunpoint in his own home! 

A young child is miraculously healed of malaria in an Amazonian rainforest. And a young man with cancer, 
given two-years to live in 1985, continues to serve God to this day. Yes, God still performs miracles.  

John describes his book this way; "The aim of the book, written from the perspective of a Christian 
missionary working in the most remote parts of the country, as well as in some major urban centres, is to 
show how God is perceived to be involved in our everyday affairs."  

In my opinion, he has been successful in this aim! 

Karen Buckney, Assistant Administrator 
Tasmanian Baptists 

Faith and the Arts 
FATA22 Online from Poatina, 7-11 January 2022 
Jump on faithandthearts.org.au to check out this year’s amazing 
range of Electives and Mix It Ups 

Faith and the Arts is an awesome annual conference held in Poatina, 
Tasmania, targeting creatives of all disciplines and skill levels. The aim 
is “to come together to give time and space to their faith-art 
journey.”  

 
4 https://www.amazon.com.au/Finding-Brazil-John-Barry-Dyer/dp/1979439818 

https://www.amazon.com.au/Finding-Brazil-John-Barry-Dyer/dp/1979439818
http://faithandthearts.org.au/
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I have always got heaps out of it, both personally and within my creative practices. Always great speakers, 
highly skilled teachers, and a heap of fun. I especially appreciate the chance to try practices I am not 
familiar with. 

This year it is online (Covid! they hope to return to normal in person in 2023). I am leading an afternoon 
workshop on Monday this year, called “Small Prophetic Art”. Hope to see you there. 

Michael Henderson, Mission and Leadership Development Coordinator 
Tasmanian Baptists  

Ethical Fashion Guide  
Baptist World Aid’s 2021 Ethical Fashion Report finds lingering gaps in wages, sustainability   

People, planet or profit? What’s most important to consumers in purchasing the brands they like? 

Today you can find out. The 2021 Ethical Fashion Guide/Report5 is now on the Baptist World Aid website6, 
along with some great new features for consumers to communicate directly with brands. This year’s report 
also explores the impact of COVID on garment workers; slavery/exploitation of all workers in the supply 
chain; and the environment.  

The grades of the brand companies within the report/guide reflect some progress, but we have a long way 
to go! 

 About the 2021 Ethical Fashion Report    
With its mission to end poverty, Baptist World Aid Australia has published the Ethical Fashion Report since 
2013. As one of Australia's leading publications on ethical fashion, the Ethical Fashion Report and Guide helps 
consumers make better choices based on thorough data from almost 100 companies representing more than 
400 brands.  

 

  
 

 
5 https://baptistworldaid.org.au/resources/ethical-fashion-guide/ 
6 https://baptistworldaid.org.au/ 

https://baptistworldaid.org.au/resources/ethical-fashion-guide/
https://baptistworldaid.org.au/
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