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SEPTEMBER 3, 2020 

 

 

God loves you beyond measure!  

That little fact, about God's love, is so often forgotten when facing challenges and you feel a little out of 
control ï like during a crazy COVID-19 pandemic. My goodness, what a year! 

This Father's Day weekend, it's good to remember, that even with all that's going on in the world, our Father 
God loves us simply because we are his children. 

So, we're showing a little child-like trust in this issue of ADVANCE |step by step. 

¶ Have you ever heard of Harry Wood? Poor health, four kids and disappointing starts were not 
enough to stop him! 

¶ What about collecting stamps to raise $1,000's for GIA? Our stamp lady, Jill Ashdown, tells the story. 

¶ How do you become mission-shaped? Our churches are trusting God, and pushing the envelope. 

¶ Faith in Action: Regional RoundUp AND the latest NEWS. 

Happy reading! 

Jenny 

____________________________________________________________ 

Jenny Baxter 

Communications Manager, Tasmanian Baptists 
jennyb@tasbaptists.org.au 

https://www.tasbaptists.org.au/august-september-2020
mailto:jennyb@tasbaptists.org.au
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our history: 

By Tas Baptist historian, Laurie Rowston 

 

The early days of the Tasmanian Baptist Union in the 1880s were a heady mix 

of disparate Baptist churches, joining together to strengthen their cause. The 

wealthy Gibson family, pastoralists living near Perth, financed many of the 

new buildings that sprung up. It was all so very exciting. 

But it was not all sweetness and light. Maintaining those congregations, not 

to mention the buildings, was another matter altogether. 

It's good to know what happened - even if only to avoid the mistakes of the 

past! 

This story, of Rev. Harry Wood, shows what one normal father of four can achieve, even when faced with 

heart-breaking challenges, with a desire to "blaze" for God's glory. 

 

A Prayer of Gratitude: 

We thank and honour you 

For all that your gracious love has done: 

We thank you for what you did 140 years ago 

To revive and unify your Baptist churches; 

We glory still in the days of which our early Tasmanian Baptists spoke of decision, of 

being Baptist, of baptism and church membership 

When faith raged like an epidemic 

From the country farm of Native Point in Perth 

When Mary Ann and William Gibson 

Erected chapels and tabernacles 

Across our fair land making mountainous Tasmania 

A green heaven 

People sought your face in baptism 

And church fellowship 

And sang your praises.* 
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Did our early Baptist "faith rage" in those days? 
The answer is, "Not always", according to a brief account written by Pastor Harry Wood titled, "Pioneer 

Work for the Lord in Tasmania", which tells of his pastorates in those early years and gives us an indication 

of the difficulties our young pastors faced. 

Our beginnings as a Baptist Association took place in the 1880's with five "General Baptist" and two old 

"Particular Baptist" Churches joining for mutual fellowship and shared interest in mission both at home and 

abroad. 

The General Baptist Churches were Hobart, Launceston, Longford, Deloraine and Perth. The old Particular 

Churches were Launceston York Street Chapel and Hobart's Harrington Street Chapel. New General Baptist 

causes soon followed at Latrobe, Sheffield, Devonport, Burnie, and in the new century at Ulverstone, 

Penguin and Smithton. 

The first Perth Tabernacle, of 1870 

New century, new challenges 
As for the rage, when Harry Wood transferred from Burnie to Longford for twelve months commencing in 

January 1901, he faced quite a challenge. 

Only a Sunday afternoon service was held with about a dozen people attending. 

In his memoirs he recorded the impressions of his first few weeks there: 

The Longford church had been without a minister for a long time. It was in apparently hopeless 

condition. Broken in health, I returned to my old sphere only to find the once prosperous church in a 

state of heart-breaking desolation. 

The property had well-nigh gone to ruin. Fences were down, gates off the hinges, shingles off the 

roof of the Tabernacle, the Manse which had been let to an R. C. Constable was in a fearful state. 

The entrance to the Tabernacle and paths was grown with weeds. The once fine, large stable was in 

a state of collapse. 

Only a Sunday afternoon service was held with about a dozen people attending, (there was) no 

weeknight meetings, or Sunday school. The once prosperous church of eighty-six members were 
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(sic) reduced to a mere handful. The property was well-nigh in ruins. Finances were at low ebb. 

There were five members including one deacon. 

What Wood found at Longford, just 20 years after it had been opened in 1880, shows that the maintenance 

of church structures is a continual challenge for religious institutions and it is most revealing that some of 

the Gibsons' chapels and Tabernacles were left to deteriorate so early in their lives.  

The Gibsons, William Gibson Senior and his wife, Mary Ann, were wealthy sheep framers who almost solely 

financed the resurgence of the Baptist Churches in Tasmania from the late 1860s. They contributed £70,000 

pounds to Baptist Churches' Association activities during their lifetime. That would be $24 million or more 

in today's values. 

The Gibsons were wealthy sheep framers who almost solely financed the resurgence of 

the Baptist Churches in Tasmania from the late 1860s. 

Deloraine and Latrobe 
The Tabernacles at Deloraine and Latrobe suffered such a fate. Wood records he was in poor health after 

leaving Sheffield at the end of 1892. He was asked to return immediately to his first pastorate in Tasmania 

at the Deloraine Church. Upon arrival he found things had greatly changed for the worse. The church was in 

a low state and the people were dispirited. 

Deloraine Tabernacle, circled 

The same calamitous state faced him at his next posting, to Latrobe in July 1895. The Baptist Union Council 

wanted him there because the cause was in danger of becoming defunct. He found the work was in a much 

worse state than it was thought to be. The church property, although comparatively new, about eight years 

old, was in a bad state of disrepair. The services were so poorly attended that they were held in the 

Tabernacle vestry. There were also outstanding church debts. There was only one deacon and only 13 

people attended his welcome. 

"I (am) receiving 20 pounds/year less than the Minister who (had) left the church on the rocks," he 

complained. 
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Wood's problems at Latrobe were not limited to the Church folk and their building. The only house that 

could be secured for the Wood family was a large brick building that was so damp and run down that it 

should have been condemned. 

 

And now, Burnie 
Sometime later when he commenced the new work at Burnie in May 1899 the matter of securing suitable 

lodging returned. The only available house was a rough four-roomed, plain cottage at the far end of South 

Burnie which was too small for a family of six people. 

 

 
Timber Burnie Tabernacle, built 1901 

 



ADVANCE, STEP BY STEP | 3 SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

To add to the family's woes, Wood sent their furniture on the day before they left Latrobe. Initially the 

weather was fine, but the wagon was uncovered, and heavy rain fell before it reached its destination. On 

arrival the family found their bedding and belongings saturated, some of the goods being completely 

spoiled. 

Blaze away: Spurgeon's blessing 
The eminent London Baptist preacher, Charles Haddon Spurgeon (at left) sent redhead Wood out from the 

London Metropolitan Tabernacle in 1881 with the words, 

"You are so well known to me that I think I see you (especially your 

distinguished head of hair), and I look you in the face with a tear of love in 

separation, and say, 'God bless you, Wood! Go, and blaze away for your 

Lord.'" 

As Wood first went to New Zealand, then South Australia, followed by 

Victoria and finally Tasmania, Spurgeon's charge, "Go blaze away" was 

difficult at times to keep. 

 

Success at Latrobe 
Thankfully, there were some successes for our early Baptists. One success took place at Latrobe Baptist. 

When conducting a baptism in the Mersey River bend at the end of the town, they let the time and place 

be known, and 300 locals turned up to witness the event. 

From the above we can say the Gospel, for Wood, was dangerous to his health as the modern world defines 

the word. But the Gospel he and we preach leads, as nothing else can, to that total health where we find 

our true being, and our true communion with our Lord. 

Laurie Rowston 

*The opening prayer was of my making. LR 

In the coming October/November issue of ADVANCE | step by step, we will consider more early challenges 

faced by our young churches. 

You can read more about our Tasmanian Baptist History here >>>  

https://www.tasbaptists.org.au/history-information 

 

  

https://www.tasbaptists.org.au/history-information
https://www.tasbaptists.org.au/history-information
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news: 

Stand Sunday 

Sunday September 13, or a Sunday of your choosing 
As Tasmanian Baptists we collaborate with Fostering Hope and BaptCare to provide foster care to the 

vulnerable children of our state. 

Your church is invited to participate in Stand Sunday, to raise awareness and bring support to foster 

children, families and kinship carers. 

You can download your Stand Sunday Kit HERE >>> 

www.tasbaptists.org.au/clients/tasbaptists/downloads/stand_sunday_2020.pdf 

WATCH VIDEO: https://vimeo.com/431142460/b7586c698d 

 

FIND OUT MORE: 

Contact Mary Dickins of Fostering Hope (mary@fosteringhope.community)  

Fostering Hope on Facebook >>> | Fostering Hope Website >>> |  BaptCare Foster 

Services >>> 

 

 

 

Obituaries 
A couple of people who were important to Tasmanian Baptists "passed on to glory" in recent weeks. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the families of these who served our Tasmanian churches so well. 

http://www.fosteringhope.community/
http://www.baptcare.org.au/services/family-youth-and-foster-care/tasmanian-services
https://www.tasbaptists.org.au/clients/tasbaptists/downloads/stand_sunday_2020.pdf
https://vimeo.com/431142460/b7586c698d
mailto:mary@fosteringhope.community
https://www.facebook.com/fosteringhopecommunity
https://www.fosteringhope.community/
https://www.baptcare.org.au/services/family-youth-and-foster-care/tasmanian-services
https://www.baptcare.org.au/services/family-youth-and-foster-care/tasmanian-services
https://vimeo.com/431142460/b7586c698d
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Lillian Mary Neate 
12 February 1925 - 23 August 2020 

Lillian Neate recently passed away in the presence of her family at the age of 95. She is survived by 

husband Alan; their children Graeme and Jenny; Margaret and Yvonne; two grandchildren and two great-

grandchildren. 

After entering the Baptist Ministry, over 60 years ago, the Neates were very fortunate to have travelled 

extensively before retiring to Bateman's Bay initially, and more recently to Albion Park. Rev. Alan Neate, 

was pastor of Launceston Central Baptist Church (now City), from 1973 to 1983. He also served a term as 

President of the Tasmanian Baptist Union, and was the editor of the ADVANCE for a time. Their daughter, 

Margaret Neate, served with ABMS/Global Interaction from 1988-1996. 

Tasmanian Baptists are very sad to hear of Lillian's death, and prayers and condolences have been passed 

on at this difficult time. 

Keith Applegate 
18 October 1941 - 18 August 2020 

Rev. Keith Applegate, former Pastor of the Newstead Baptist Church, died on August 18. 

Keith was born in London during WWII on 18 October 1941. With his father, Fred, involved in the war 

effort, he was sent to the country as so many of the children in the metropolis. Following his education, he 

worked in the insurance business with the Norwich Union, and then considered Teachers' College, but the 

Christian ministry won out and he entered Spurgeon's College, the Pastors' College, in 1963. Fellow 

student, and to be lifelong friend, was the Rev. Dr David Coffey, future President of the Baptist World 

Alliance. 

He met and married Pharmacist Sheila in 1966; they have three children - Katy, Kavan and Kent. 

Keith's first pastorate was at the Herne Bay Baptist Church (UK) in 1968, but 

Australia beckoned with a call to the Bedford Baptist Church, WA. Tasmania 

followed with the Newstead Church from 1978 to 1983. Keith then moved to 

regional Victoria to become Pastor of the Manifold Heights Baptist Church in 

Geelong from August 1983 to October 1992. 

At left: Keith and Sheila Applegate 

Together with the Rev Jack Measham, he conducted in the City a Radio 

ministry. Then in Queensland he held the position of State Director of Interserve Australia. Queensland's 

Mansfield and Kenmore Baptist Churches followed. He co-authored with Baptist historian Dr David Parker a 

resource book entitled "National Guide to Baptist Resources and Services". 

Keith and Sheila retired to Warragul in country Victoria to be near their family. He is remembered as a 

gifted person with a "can do" mentality and a passion for evangelism and mission. Keith and Sheila always 

provided a welcoming home to visitors. They have eight grandchildren. 

Laurie Rowston 
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Folked Up Hymns 

Refreshing old hymns for a new generation 
A couple from Coromandel Baptist South Australia have been taking old hymns that are in the public 

domain and refreshing them with new tunes and videos. Haydn is giving them a new lease of life for a new 

generation that may not connect with the old tunes. They are primarily for personal use, however some 

may be suitable for congregational singing. 

So that they can share them, and bless as many people as possible, they are asking to share this link with 

your congregations: www.youtube.com/c/HLJones/videos 

There is no cost - just an encouragement to check it out and press the red subscribe button. 

 

 

Attention Teens and Young Adults! 

Online chat, September 13 
 

Generations Conversations will be an online chat for teenagers and young adults 
with Jenna Blackwell at 7pm Sunday 13 September.  

WŜƴƴŀ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻƴ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ could ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜΩΚ  

To express interest or to find out more contact Jenna, 0488 330 390, 
Jenna@tasbaptists.org.au  

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/c/HLJones/videos
mailto:Jenna@tasbaptists.org.au
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missions: 

HELP RAISE FUNDS FOR GLOBAL INTERACTION 
Your Used Stamps Can Make a Huge Impact 

By Jill Ashdown, Gateway Baptist 

For more than 50 years, Australian Baptists have collected and sold stamps to raise money for the work of 

Global Interaction. How much money? Read on! 

My name is Jill Ashdown AKA "The Stamp Lady" for Tasmanian Baptist Churches. 

Stamps have been a passion of mine for a very long time. 

I took over the role when Mr Alan Gurr, who was "The Stamp Man" for many years, 

passed away in 2012. 

 

Tasmanian Baptists ran a stamp collecting competition! 
In Mr Gurr's time, there was a competition run between Baptist 

Churches with the Churches, Sunday Schools, Boys' and Girls' 

Brigades and other groups collecting stamps. The group with the 

most stamps was presented with a shield at the Annual Assembly. 

As well, a Certificate of Appreciation was given to all other 

participants. It was all very formal! 

I have contacted several older members of Yolla and Newnham 

Churches who remember the shield and the competition. But so 

far, I have been unable to locate the shield itself. Maybe one of our 

readers will have some recollections? If so, I would love to hear 

from you! 

The competition ceased in 2012, when I became responsible for 

the collecting of stamps to support Global Interaction's work in Africa, Asia and Outback Australia. I felt that 

the manpower generated in counting the stamps would be better utilised in cutting and gathering the 

stamps for sale. 

How it happens now 
The stamps from our churches around Tasmania are delivered to the Tasmanian Baptist State Office at 

Riverlands Longford, where I pick them up. 

Once received, I trim and sort the stamps, although some churches 

trim and sort which saves me a huge amount of time. It is 

important to leave 5mm of envelope paper around the stamps, so 

it is disappointing to receive damaged stamps. 

The stamps are weighed and sent to "The Stamp Man", Bryan 

Laurens, in Brisbane. Bryan is a long-time volunteer for GIA, who 

along with his committee, sells the stamps by weight to dealers 

around the world (approx. 4000 stamps in a kilo). 

Accumulations, old stamp albums, postal history and other stamp 

memorabilia are also very welcome. 
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Yes, stamps are valuable! 
As you would be aware, electronic mediums have replaced much of our posted mail, so these days used 

stamps are becoming harder to source. Thankfully, the ones we do accumulate are becoming more 

valuable owing to scarcity. 

You may not realise the impact, but $70,000 was raised for GIA last year from stamp donations across 

Australia. WHAT A BLESSING! (globalinteraction.org.au/support/stamps!/save-stamps) 

Whilst some of our churches continue to be faithfully involved over many years, there are others that may 

need some encouragement to realise that a humble stamp can be used to improve the lives of needy 

people and help empower them to develop a relationship with Jesus. 

You can help 
After the stamps are trimmed and sorted, they are sold to local stamp dealers and collectors. 

To participate in this ministry: 
¶ Prepare the stamps - Just cut the stamps off the envelope, 

leaving a 5mm border around the edge. 

¶ Collect a bundle in a box, envelope or bag 

¶ Drop them off to Riverlands Longford, 159 Wellington St, 

Longford. The office is open Mon-Fri 9am-1pm. Or else, call to 

arrange a suitable time: 6391 2202 

Other questions? Contact our Stamp Lady! Jill Ashdown:  

0439 354 849 | mjashdown@netspace.net.au 

 

 

STOP PRESS! 
We have been searching the archives this week and have discovered that the last stamp collecting shield 

was presented at the Annual Assembly in 2011. The winner ς as always ς was George Town Baptist. 

The hunt is now on to track the shield down, somewhere in the recesses of our George Town building! 

 

 

 

  

Please trim stamps with a 5mm envelope border 

mailto:mjashdown@netspace.net.au
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our backyard: 

Changing Tasmania, one person at a time 
Being mission-shaped is becoming the "new normal" for Tasmanian Baptist 

Churches. The cultural shift from to , is happening around the state. 

In this issue of ADVANCE | step by step the activities of two of our churches are 

featured. 

What is God up to? Read ahead to see how He is working in our communities. 

 

Do you have a special missional activity you would like to tell everyone about? 

Contact Jenny Baxter to tell your story: jenny@tasbaptists.org.au 

 

Artway Studio and Cafe 

Gateway Baptist Launceston 

The Studio and Cafe is a ministry of Gateway Baptist Church in Launceston which seeks to use artwork and 

hospitality as a means of drawing other community members onto the church campus, enabling members 

to interact with them. 

It is open between 11am and 3pm Tuesday to Thursday of each week, and offers a display of almost 100 

pieces of artwork, as well as stimulating conversation with artists and live music while a light lunch is 

served. The plan is to offer lunches by donation one day a week, and then extend to all three days as the 

weather warms up. 

Using the open fire during the colder months, comfortable seating, Christian music, beautiful displays and 

friendly fellowship, the aim is to create a wonderful, attractive and peaceful atmosphere in which visitors 

feel relaxed and welcome. The artwork is used as a means to an end - that of building relationships, 

overcoming loneliness, showing interest in people's lives and 'chatting the Gospel'. 

Pieces of artwork are for sale, with part of the money raised going towards missions work both here in 

Launceston and overseas. 

It is planned to feature guest artist exhibitions from time to time. 

Ps Noel Eagling 

Studio Organiser 

0447555335 

 

 

 

Above: Artway Studio opening; and main exhibition space 

 

mailto:jenny@tasbaptists.org.au
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Nepali Student Support program

 
Citywide Baptist - Mornington/Lenah Valley 

When COVID-19 shut down workplaces in Hobart, some of the people most seriously affected were the 

many foreign students who were depending on part-time jobs to supplement whatever money they 

received from families at home. For most, COVID-19 was a double whammy, as jobs disappeared and 

families could no longer afford to send money. 

Because so many students from Nepal lost their jobs and were stranded with no government support, 

Pastors Paul and Suraj from the Citywide Nepali congregation, immediately responded to the need they 

were seeing, and started organising food parcels from their own funds. As they began doing this very 

simple thing, it became clear that the need was massive. 

Paul and Matt Garvin recorded a brief conversation on Facebook to alert our whole statewide online 

church family to the need . . . and the bags of rice started flooding in. 

One of the people who saw our conversation was a friend who works for Samaritan's Purse. The 

organisation ended up providing $30,000, which we were able to turn into vouchers at the local Nepalese 

store for the students and families (see photos below). 

All this has meant that the little Nepali congregation, led by former refugees, has moved to a significant 

position of leadership in the broader Nepalese-speaking community, and some families have started 

attending the church as a result of the care they received in their time of need. 

Matt Garvin 

Senior Pastor, Citywide 

Below: Presentation of food vouchers to Nepali students 
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around the grounds: 

What's Going On? 
Did your church miss out being included below? This page can be updated! 

Please email jenny@tasbaptists.org.au 

North - Launceston Churches 

City Baptist 

 

¶ City Baptist has worked its way through COVID-19 restrictions.    
Their property has a lot of users, adding a good deal of 
complexity. 

¶ Their recent AGM was a really happy, positive meeting. 
¶ Steve Cooper continues to provide great worship leadership. 
¶ Ministries to the street community, the Hazara people has 

continued and justice-making have continued. 
¶ The church has agreed to a request from the Nepali 

congregation meeting on the property for them to join the 
church. A careful process is now commencing. 

 

Gateway 

¶ Gateway are opening up the laneway near their art gallery (Artway) for lunches and hospitality to 
the community starting on Wednesday 2nd September. 

Longford 

¶ $3000 was donated to Longford Primary School to assist Teachers and Parents struggling with 
mental health issues due to Covid-19. 

¶ Samaritan's Purse has come along aside the church in supporting the Seasonal workers with a grant 
of $6,000. 

¶ Food and clothing items have been donated to trapped Seasonal workers who currently have little 
work, can't go home, and can't get any income support as they are not Australian residents. 

¶ All of the church ministries have restarted. All have changed how, and in some cases where, they 
operate to accommodate Covid-19 health recommendations. 

¶ The church has enjoyed being back together each Sunday. 

Newstead 

 

¶ Newstead resumed services on Sunday 19th July. 
They have been using the opportunity to try 
different forms of gathering together. 

¶ The evaluation process they have been through as 
a church has been completed and there is an 
excitement of what God has in store for the future. 

mailto:jenny@tasbaptists.org.au?subject=Another%20entry%20for%20Regional%20RoundUp
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Summerhill 

¶ Summerhill are regathering for the first time on Sunday 6th September. There will be a continued 
online presence. 

¶ Summerhill has undertaken a branding workshop with S. Group, and a website redevelopment. A 
new logo will be presented to the church on Monday 21st September. 

Regional ς Launceston and Longford 

¶ On Sunday 27th September, the regional leadership teams for the churches of Launceston and 
Longford are meeting together to discuss further collaboration for the sake of our city and region. 

Town and Country Churches 

George Town 

¶ At George Town attendance is down slightly, but spirits are up. Some are taking advantage of a lull 
in activities and the at least partial relief from imminent doom by taking short trips here and there. 
Nobody blames them for that! Nevertheless, George Town is growing. 

¶ Last Sunday we hosted YWAM people, who addressed the congregation quite nicely. Visitors were 
there who say they will be coming back. 

Beauty Point 

¶ Beauty Point are unable to meet in our regular venue. 
¶ When we can get together for worship, we meet at the Cormorant Cafe (Seahorse World). 
¶ They had zoom time with the Horton's in Texas. 
¶ The Men held an evening of coffee, hot chips and tea at the cafe, and the Women had an evening 

of coffee and chocolate. 

Perth 

 

¶ Perth resumed Sunday worship service on July 12. 
¶ Ladies Craft Group, and Men's Time Out, shortly after 
¶ Bible study groups are planned to be up and going by early 
September 

Deloraine 

¶ Please pray for Deloraine! On a good day, not an awful lot attend. On a not-so-good day, even less. 

Latrobe 

¶ Latrobe returned to almost-normal services on June 14th (just the COVID-19 extras). Attendances 
actually increased! 

¶ No major problems except for morning tea and no hugs. 
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¶ We have also recommenced Men's Shed and playgroup (14 children and 9 mothers at first 
meeting). 

Lower Barrington 

¶ Lower Barrington is enjoying strong fellowship. 

¶ Services have recommenced. 

¶ The church continues to support evangelistic 

endeavours and missionaries. 

 
Coastlands 

¶ Coastlands has been back gathering together since the August 2. 
¶ Not all our congregations have come back. Some due to illness, and others due to worry about 

catching the virus as they are in the vulnerable category. 
¶ It's great to meet up with everyone though. 

Southern Churches 

Hobart 

¶ Our 10am service began a trial return for a couple of weeks from June 28. This gave us the 
opportunity to get our protocols in place and limit our numbers to invitees only.  

¶ We have continued our online service on YouTube, which is appreciated by many of our older folk. 
We use elements from our pre-recorded online service in our 10am service and have introduced at 
question and answer time, and moved to a retiring offering. 

¶ Our Karen, Mabuhay and Refuge congregations continue to meet in homes when they could have 
recently begun to meet in larger groups. 

¶ The redevelopment has been delayed by COVID-19. 

Citywide 

¶ We have returned to the buildings, 
and are facilitating social distancing by 
sitting around tables. 
¶ Fortunately, our auditoriums are 
big enough to fit everyone within the 
two square meter guideline. 
¶ We will continue an online service 
for those who won't be coming back to 
the building and those who have 
connected that way in this time. 
¶ As a church we want to step more 
deeply into prayer. So we are setting 
September aside to pray because we 
sense an urgent need for breakthrough 
and change at many levels. 
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Claremont 

 

¶ We have about 30-35 people attending each Sunday. It was about 45 prior to the pandemic. We 
also share the service on Zoom, and can have 1 or 2 households watching that way. 

¶ About a dozen people have not returned due to health concerns (mostly elderly and vulnerable to 
COVID-19). 

¶ We have a cup of tea/coffee at end of service - no helping yourself, must be served by nominated 
morning tea person 

¶ On Sunday 2 August 2020 we had our AGM. We had lunch after the service, before the meeting. 
Rather than the usual bring a plate/casserole and share together we had two large pots of soups 
that were served in cups. Everyone was instructed to bring their own sandwiches, and dessert was 
drumstick/choc wedge ice creams. The goal is to avoid any sharing of crockery/cutlery.  

¶ Thorough cleaning prior to services and wipe downs afterwards. 
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